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Walking through an edTPA Lesson Plan on Mosaic: What Should I 
Include in my Lesson Plans? 

SCALE’s edTPA support publication for teacher candidates, Making Good 
Choices , offers guidelines for making good choices about which materials to 1

create and compile for successful completion of the edTPA . Mosaic 
Instructional Planning coaches users through the process of lesson planning in 
ways that mirror the goals of the Guide’s “interactive cycle of planning, 
instruction and assessment.” Within that cycle, the Guide instructs candidates to 
be sure to include the following necessary lesson plan components:  

• relevant state-adopted, national, or other local standards used within your 
teaching context  

• learning objectives associated with the standards  
• formal and informal assessments  
• instructional and learning tasks  
• instructional resources and materials 

Mosaic Instructional Planning addresses all of the above components in ways 
that guide candidates to be thoughtful practitioners and to consider equity and 
access in all instructional decisions. Additionally, candidates who plan for their 
edTPA using Mosaic inherently include research and theory in their plans, 
automatically create differentiated support materials for students, and more. 

Mosaic is also a coaching tool that prepares users for delivery of lessons in ways 
that engage every learner in their classrooms every day.  When teacher 
candidates plan with Mosaic, they are prepared to conduct lessons that 
showcase students using higher-level thinking to engage in content 
conversations and activities with each other, are given teacher prompts that 
help students demonstrate deep conceptual thinking based on appropriate 
levels of rigor, and are given a taxonomy of teacher-directed to student-
directed collaborative learning strategies to use for problem-solving, 
exchanging ideas, monitoring understanding or modeling thinking. 

                        https://www.edtpa.com/Content/Docs/edTPAMGC.pdf1
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This white paper will follow the above recommended lesson plan components 
through Mosaic IP and identify features and benefits to candidates using 
Mosaic to plan and deliver instruction for the completion of the edTPA. 

Component 1: Choosing Relevant Standards: 

Mosaic is pre-loaded with all 
relevant organization, state, 
and national standards in all 
subject areas K-12.  

When a user chooses a 
standard, the level of rigor of 
the standard is revealed, pre-
determined by content experts 
using the Hess Rigor Matrix , 2

which combines Bloom’s 
Taxonomy  with Webb’s Depth of Knowledge  Levels. For teacher candidates, 3 4

this insures the use of research and theory in planning. The level of rigor of the 
lesson follows users through the rest of the planning in the coaching panel to 
ensure that objectives, activities, and assessments are appropriately aligned. 

 Created by Karin Hess, https://www.karin-hess.com/         2

   Anderson, Lorin W., Krathwohl, David R., and Bloom, Benjamin S. A Taxonomy for Learning, Teaching, and 3

Assessing : a Revision of Bloom’s Taxonomy of Educational Objectives. Complete ed. New York: 
Longman, 2001. Print.
 Developed by Norman Webb, 20024
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Component 2: Building Standards-Based Learning Objectives: 

Mosaic provides users an objective builder, displays chosen standards and levels 
of rigor in the coaching panel for reference, and even coaches users how to 
build a “SMART” (specific, measurable, attainable, relevant, time-bound) 
learning objective. 

The lesson objectives follow the user through each part of the lesson planning 
process, to insure alignment at every step of the way. 
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Component 3: Creating Formal and Informal Assessments: 

Mosaic prompts users to create a multiple entry point (MEP) Do-Now for every 
lesson based on research by Howard Gardner  that identifies content as a room 5

in a house and entry points as windows or doors into that room. We encourage  
users to use three different levels of thinking (identified by keywords) when 
building MEPs that mirror assessment levels for formative and summative 
assessments throughout the rest of the lesson. 

        Gardner, Howard. The Disciplined Mind: What All Students Should Understand. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1999. 5

Print.     
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Component 4: Instructional and Learning Tasks: 

The “Exploration” section of Mosaic offers users guidance for building 
instructional and learning tasks through the use of Question/ Discussion Stems 
that are recommended based on the lesson’s standards and level of rigor. These 
stems are for use in student-to-student interactions to facilitate engagement 
between and among students. 

The “Strategies” section of Mosaic prompts users to use our Shared Space 
Teaching Strategies Taxonomy, guidance for determining the purpose, 
intended outcome, time-frame and strategy to use during  exploration times.  
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Each strategy is categorized as teacher-directed, teacher or student assisted, 
or student-directed for collaborating, problem-solving, modeling, or 
monitoring understandings.  

When users choose an exploration strategy, they are given a rationale and 
instructions for use with students. 
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Component 5: Instructional Resources and Materials 

When users plan a lesson on Mosaic, they are also generating a student note-
taking guide that can be printed translanguaged into 13 different languages. 

Mosaic IP was built with the edTPA in mind. There is not a more comprehensive 
lesson planning tool available to preservice teacher candidates that meets the 
criteria for successful planning and delivery of rigorous instruction. Mosaic 
Instructional Planning is the only planning tool that is a teaching coach—
allowing educators at any point in their teaching careers to gain the confidence 
they need to be sure they are reaching every student in every lesson every day. 
Preservice teacher candidates who use Mosaic to plan and deliver instruction 
are well-equipped to master the edTPA, and go on to be prepared, highly 
effective teachers.
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